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SEQUOIA CAPITAL

• 36 year old Venture Capital firm

• 29 Funds ($8B+)

• US, China, India, Israel

• Seed, Early, and Growth-stage

• > 720 companies 



Sustainable Sequoia Companies

> $500B Market Cap Created



The Next Wave: Cleantech
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BUT: We’ve Seen Waves 
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Microprocessors Computers Hard Drives Biotech Internet

Many Times Over 40 Years

Cleantech



http://youtube.com/watch?v=Zf73DajIcLg

Avoiding a Wipe-Out

http://youtube.com/watch?v=Zf73DajIcLg


✔CLARITY OF PURPOSE

✔SPECTACULAR MARKET

✔ALLEVIATE CUSTOMER PAIN

✔TEAM DNA

✔ INCREDIBLE PRODUCT FOCUS

✔REAL OPERATING MARGINS

✔FRUGALITY

✔ INFERNO WITH A SINGLE MATCH

ELEMENTS OF A SUSTAINABLE COMPANY



For ñCapital Intensiveò Categories

The Likely Winners Will Still Stand Out from the Pack:

• Will use dramatically less capital

• Will use less people

• Will get to market faster

• Will be more profitable

For Startups, the “Best” Technology Doesn’t Always Win



It Can Be Done, Even in Energy

• Started by two founders and $50,0000

• Early days:

• Constantly near-broke

• Had to be smarter, more focused, more frugal to survive

• Today:

• Largest supplier of Natural Gas in the US

• Market cap of ~ $30B



THE PATH TO SUSTAINABILITY . . 



. . . STARTS WITH CREATING

SUSTAINABLE  COMPANIES!


